
 

 

WALRC Livestock Matters Forum 

Getting the best out of cattle 
in the West Midlands 

 
Date: Friday 25 July  |  Time: 9am – 3pm + sundowner  

Location: Ashley and Debbie Dowden’s Property at Sloan’s Road, Gingin. 

Join us for a practical, producer-focused day. Through real producer stories, expert 
presentations, and hands-on demonstrations, we’ll cover everything from transitioning 
rangeland cattle to southern systems, to improving fertility, feedbase, and market outlook.  

           

08:30 Arrival barista coffee courtesy of the Perk-Up-With-Me Coffee Van 

09:00 Welcome to WALRC Livestock Matters – with WALRC Chair Bronwyn Clarke and our 
hosts, Ashley and Debbie Dowden.  

09:05 Australian beef industry outlook: Market trends and future prospects - Andrew 
Whitelaw, co-founder and principal analyst at Episode 3 (EP3), shares his insights, 
with a particular lens over what this means for WA markets 

09:30 Q&A 

09:40 From rangelands to the regions - Debbie and Ash Dowden, are fifth-generation cattle 
producers from Challa Station, Mt Magnet. After purchasing land in Gingin, they’re on 
a journey to understand their new environment — from soil types and pasture systems 
to climate patterns, feedbase management, infrastructure needs and market access. 
So, what have they learned so far and what are the gaps in knowledge they’re still 
trying to bridge?  

10:00  Q&A 

10:10 On-ground innovation: Breeding, backgrounding & building better systems - Craig 
Forsyth was a founding member of WALRC and left us with a legacy of the importance 
of producer-influenced relevant research. But this is our chance to see how adoption 
of the research endeavours he has championed, have played out. This is a rapid-fire 
look at Craig’s journey.  



 
 

10:40  Morning tea provided by Yerecoin Traders General Store & Café 

11:00 Walk & talk feedbase and early winter feed - CSIRO’s Hayley Norman and consultant 
Alan Peggs have chatted to Deb and Ash about their production goals and considered 
the many annual and perennial forage options that are available. As we walk through 
demonstration strips of many of the feed options, we will talk about establishing 
‘rocket fuel’ for finishing, filling the winter feed gap, the new pasture legumes and 
setting up perennial systems on the less-productive soils to keep cows ‘ticking over’.  

 
11:30 Return to shed 

11:45 Making a silk purse out of a sow’s ear: High-quality silage from low-quality pasture 
- Brett Fitzpatrick, a seasoned agricultural contractor and silage expert, will delve into 
the art and science of transforming low-quality pasture into high-value silage.  

12:05 Q&A 

12:15 Empowering WA beef producers: Insights into The SMARTBEEF Project - Phil Barrett-
Lennard is one of a team of independent consultants working on the SMARTBEEF 
project – a direct consequence of the WALRC prioritisation process. This is a snapshot 
of the benefits of being involved with this initiative. 

12:35 Q&A 

12:45 Lunch – provided by Yerecoin Traders General Store & Café 

13:30 Unveiling the impact of Oestrogenic Clover on cattle fertility – Dr. Jess Shilling -  a 
key WALRC team member and owner of Bovitech Veterinary Services, explains the 
effects of oestrogenic clover on cattle fertility and what can be done to mitigate it. 

13:50 Q&A 

14:00 The Australian Beef Sustainability Framework (ABSF) and how this plays out on the 
WA ground:  ABSF newly appointed chair Pat Hutchinson explains what this means to 
the producer and markets.  

14.30 Farm-a-Friend – WALRC Chair Bronwyn Clarke launches this year’s Farm a Friend 
initiative. 

14:15  Charting the road ahead - Andrew Whitelaw joins Bronwyn on the stage to reflect on 
the day and asks: “What am you I going to do differently after today? 

15:00 Sundowner: Wrap up the day with a warm cup of soup or a cold beer and chew the fat. 

Please register via https://nam.dcv.ms/de1Ar2oGej 

https://nam.dcv.ms/de1Ar2oGej


 
*About WALRC: The WA Livestock Research Council is an initiative of MLA that partners with DPIRD, 
CSIRO, Murdoch, UWA and AWI to identify the research needs of WA’s beef and sheep producers. Our 
forums are an ideal opportunity for livestock producers to influence the best spend of their R&D levy. 


