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About WALRC

The West Australian Livestock Research Council (WALRC) is a structure 
that was initiated by MLA to improve consultation with levy payers 
and industry stakeholders for the WA agricultural region and southern 
rangelands. WALRC considers and prioritises the R&D needs of the region, 
feeding this information into the national MLA investment priorities.  
WALRC is a not-for-profit incorporated Association funded primarily by 
levies via MLA with operations augmented through membership funds 
from Tier 1 members.

WALRC’s Charter
1.	 Provide a clear process and structure for WA 

livestock producers, industry and RD&E co-investor 
representatives to have input, review, debate and 
consolidate on-farm RD&E issues;

2.	 Foster effective communication of on-farm RD&E 
outcomes and provide advocacy for continued 
RD&E service provision;

3.	 Provide representation on the MLA Red Meat Panel 
to engage in the process of determining national 
investment priorities and maintaining a balanced 
portfolio; and

4.	 Link with WA sheep and beef industry strategic 
plans to ensure complementarity and cohesion to 
help drive WA livestock industry priorities. 

Core areas of operation
The WALRC Annual Operating Plan is divided into four 
core areas of business:

1.	 Operations (gathering R&D priorities; reviewing 
project proposals).

2.	 Communications (ensuring livestock producers 
of WA are informed and engaged with WALRC 
activities).

3.	 Engagement (specific activities designed to nurture 
collaboration with future researchers, funders and 
agencies).

4.	 Governance (ensuring financial, contractual 
obligations are met; maintaining appropriate processes 
and procedures in relation to the appointment and 
management of the WALRC council).

This report documents the outcomes and achievements 
against the plans set for the period.
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WALRC Contact Information

WA Livestock Research Council Office Details	
Street/Postal Address: 23 Yokanup Road Bayonet Head WA 6330 
Tel: 0418 931 938

Staffing

Chair
Bronwyn Clarke
chair@walrc.com.au

Executive Officer
Esther Price	
eo@walrc.com.au

Members for the period 2023-24
Co-Investors (Tier 1 Members)

Georgie Townsend
MLA

Beth Paganoni
DPIRD	

Kelsey Pool
UWA

Caroline Jacobson
Murdoch

*Hayley Norman
CSIRO	

Bridget Peachey 
AWI

Producer Council (Tier 2 Members)

Matt Camarri	
Nannup – Beef	
Joined 2018

Lynley Anderson	
Kojonup – Sheep 
Joined 2018

**Richard Metcalfe	
Manypeaks – Beef	
Joined 2019

Michael Humphry
Moora – Sheep
Joined 2019

Clayton South
Wagin – Sheep
Joined 2022

Debbie Dowden
Mt Magnet – Beef	
Joined 2022

Jason Stokes
Chapman V – Sheep
Joined 2023

Dean Wyatt
Pingaring – Sheep
Joined 2023

Industry Council (Tier 3 Non-voting Members)
Alan Peggs	
AAAC (WA)	
Joined 2015

Chris Wyhoon
NRMWA
Joined 2017

Enoch Bergman
AVA – Production Animals 
Special Interest Group
Joined  2021

Jessica Schilling
AVA – Production Animals 
Special Interest Group  
– Replaced Enoch June 2024
Joined 2024

* Researcher Vice Chair    ** Producer Vice Chair



Annual Report 23-24 3

Chair’s report
Producer members are the backbone of our 
organisation, and this year WALRC  welcomed two new 
producer members (Dean Wyatt and Jason Stokes). 
Throughout the year, all our producer members have 
significantly contributed to MLA events through their 
roles of identifying research, extension and adoption 
priorities, by reviewing project proposals, and actively 
participating in the extended Red Meat Panel.

Our WALRC producer members attend all WALRC 
activities, fostering an environment of learning, sharing 
and networking. Their engagement provides valuable 
insights and feedback on producer priorities, drawn 
from their regions, our events, and discussions with 
both researchers and fellow producers. 

The WALRC Tier 1 members and industry 
representatives have demonstrated their unwavering 
support by generously participating in all of our events 
and forums. Their willingness to share their time and 
knowledge greatly enriches our discussions surrounding 
research priorities. The mutual respect among all 
WALRC members fosters a collaborative and dynamic 
environment that drives our shared priorities.

The WALRC Consultation Framework remains a 
cornerstone of our work. It facilitates meaningful 
engagement between producers, researchers, and 
stakeholders, ensuring that producer priorities are 
coming direct from producers and that the issues they 
are raising can be ground-truthed with the  
wider audience.

A producer/breeder day held at the biannual Association 
for the Advancement of Animal Breeding and Genetics 
Conference was a great start to the year.  WALRC 
facilitated a producer and scientist panel highlighting 
the issue of adult ewe size (a WALRC priority), a young 
scientist competition which encouraged young scientists 
to take research papers and present them to a farmer 
audience and a Farm-a-Friend session where 11 students 
from across Australia were linked up with a Farmer 
mentor giving them access to invaluable industry 
knowledge for their studies.

Unfortunately, below-average seasonal conditions across 
most of Western Australia in 2023–2024 impacted the 
sentiment of livestock producers in the WALRC regions. 
Recognizing these challenges, WALRC hosted two 

Livestock Matters Forums. These forums provided a 
platform for critical discussions on industry concerns, 
while concluding with insightful discussions on mental 
health, expertly facilitated by our guest speakers, Mike 
Rolls and Ben Pettinghill. It was great to see the positive 
sentiment following these forums.

As emphasised in our  consultation framework, these 
forums allowed us to better understand the pressing 
needs for further R&D in areas such as confinement 
feeding, grazing management, pasture utilisation and 
other emerging priorities in both the sheep and cattle 
industries.

WALRC remains committed to supporting producers 
through these challenging times, fostering innovation 
and resilience through research, development, and 
collaboration.

Meanwhile, we extend our sincere thanks to out-
going WALRC member Enoch Bergman, who has 
represented the Australian Veterinary Associations 
Animal Production unit on WALRC so very well over 
the last 4 years. Enoch’s contribution to the WALRC 
thought process has been invaluable.  However we are 
delighted to welcome an equally capable replacement – 
with Manypeaks veterinarian Jess Shilling stepping into 
this role. Many of the WALRC family have already got 
to know Jess through her role in hosting the WALRC 
Livestock Matters events in Manypeaks. 

Finally, thankyou to WALRC’s Executive Officer, 
Esther Price.  With a producer centred focus while also 
meeting the needs of our industry collaborators, Esther 
ensures professional levy payer consultation to drive 
Western Australian livestock industry priorities.

Dr Bronwyn Clarke
Chair, WALRC



WA Livestock Research Council�4

Snapshot

19 major projects running or recently 
completed in WA that have been 
influenced by WALRC priorities

500 plus producers directly 
engaged

33 industry and stakeholder 
meetings

Newsletter subscriptions 
grow to 940

7 consultation meetings Newsletter open rate >50% 
on average

19
PROJECTS

500+
ENGAGEMENT

33
INDUSTRY 
MEETINGS

940
SUBSCRIPTIONS

07
CONSULTATION 

MEETINGS

>50%
OPEN RATE
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Report on Activities
The WA Livestock Council, its chair, executive and 
general members participated in 33 structured industry 
meetings over the 12-month period. The responsibility 
for attendance was effectively shared between the group, 
resulting in an effective period of consultation and 
key stakeholder liaison.  Given its isolated geographic 
location, WALRC makes special endeavour to attend east-
coast based meetings in person where practicable in order 
to ensure advocacy for WA issues at the national priority 
setting table.  This effort is acknowledged by many.

“The involvement of WALRC with the 
Australian Beef Sustainability Framework 
has been pivotal it its success. Engaging 
directly with research councils allows for 
key data and information to exchange 
hands, and further inform industry 
investment for continuous improvement 
in areas most important to our customers 
and stakeholders.” 

– Jacob Betros, Manager, Beef Sustainability

Table 1 – WALRC Activities for 2023-2024

Who Location Why we were there Date Attendees 

Southern Rangelands 
Drought Hub

Zoom Priority development for Rangelands. 20.7.23 WALRC Chair.
9 committee members.

AAABG Producers Day UWA Perth Research updates suitable for producers. 27.7.23 WALRC Chair plus 6 producer members.
74 general producers.
147 researchers/students.

Farm a Friend – with 
AAABG

UWA Perth Farmer/student mentoring program. 27.7.23 11 producers.
11 students.

Red  Meat Panel with 
MLA

Sydney RMP Matters. 1.8.23 WALRC chair plus Matt Camarri,  
John Wallace.

Knee-deep in Sheep with 
Facey Group

Wickepin Priority Production issues. 8.8.23 WALRC chair.
42 producers.
10 service providers.

Katanning Research 
Facility Showcase with 
DPIRD

Katanning Latest research projects co-funded by 
MLA.

17.8.23 WALRC Chair and EO.
4 WALRC producer members.
65 producers.
15 service providers.
Visiting SALRC producer member.

WALRC AGM Perth AGM Matters. 18.8.23 WALRC Chair, and EO plus full WALRC 
Council less 2 apologies.

WALRC Winter Forum 
with key stakeholders

Perth Showcase of WALRC partner research. 18.8.23 WALRC Chair, EO & Council.
24 researcher guests.
3 producer guests.
1 visiting SALRC producer member.

WALRC Priority Setting 
Meeting

Perth Facilitated priority setting. 18.8.23 WALRC Chair, EO & full Council.

Sheeplinks committee 
meeting with DPIRD

Perth Developing collaboration with partners 
for Sheeplinks.

31.8.23 WALRC Chair.
Sheeplinks reference group members.

Methane research  
collaboration with DPIRD

Zoom Ground-truthing with WALRC 
producers the value of in-field methane 
measurement trials.

14.9.23 WALRC Chair, EO and 3 producer 
members.
3 DPIRD project team members.

SALRC priority setting 
meeting

Wagga Cross RAC collaboration. 10.10.23 Richard Metcalfe.
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Who Location Why we were there Date Attendees 

Southern Rangelands 
Annual Pastoral Industry 
Forum 

Mt Magnet WALRC presentation on ABSF;  
WALRC Chair facilitation of priorities.

12.10.23 WALRC Chair, Chris Wyhoon.
45 pastoralists.
15 presenters/service providers.

Sheep Sustainability 
Framework forum with 
MLA

Melbourne Update on ASSF. 17.10.23 WALRC Chair.

WALRC Committee of 
Management Meeting

Zoom Governance matters. 20.10.23 WALRC Chair plus full COM.

WALRC Priority 
Development meeting

Perth Development of priorities. 3.11.23 WALRC Chair and full Council.
10 researcher guests.

Sheep Repro Strategic 
Partnership with MLA

Zoom Development of SRSP matters. Nov 17; 
Nov 22

WALRC Chair plus Clayton South.

WAARC and WALRC 
strategic planning

Perth Development of opportunities for 
“WALRC to introduce a livestock pillar 
to WAARC”.

28.11.23 WALRC Chair with David Beatty and 
Kelly Pearce (WAARC).

Cattle Australia alignment 
with MLA

Perth Explore opportunities for alignment. 1.12.23 WALRC Chair with Cattle Australia rep 
and MLA.

Red Meat Panel with MLA Zoom RMP matters. 7.12.23 WALRC Chair, Jason Stokes and  
Matt Camarri.

WALRC Committee of 
Management Quarterly 
Meeting

Zoom Governance Matters. 18.1.24 Full COM – 3 producer reps; 3 researcher 
reps, Chair, EO.

Australian Beef 
Sustainability Framework 
(ABSF) Targets with the 
consultative committee

Zoom Consultation on sustainability targets. 24.1.24; 
22.2.24

3 x WALRC producer reps.

Australian Sheep 
Sustainability Framework 
consultation 

Sydney Consultation on sustainability targets. 13.3.24 Chair.

WA Methane 
Collaboration by 
invitation with WARLC

Perth Methane research priorities. 1.3.24 Chair, EO, 5 WALRC producer reps,  
30 researchers.

Red Meat Panel with MLA Virtual RMP Matters. 24.3.24 Chair (Apology) plus 2 producer reps.

WALRC Committee of 
Management Quarterly 
meeting

Zoom Governance. 28.3.24 Full COM – 3 producer reps; 3 researcher 
reps, Chair, EO.

WALRC Scholarship 
presentations

Zoom 2 x scholars present their final report to 
Council.

5.4.24 Full Council plus 2 scholars.

Sheep Repro Strategic 
Partnership with MLA

Zoom Consultation with SRSP. 24.4.24 Chair and 1 x producer.

Red Meat Panel with MLA Virtual RMP matters. 23.5.24 Chair plus 2 producer reps.

Livestock Matters Sheep Kojonup Major priority setting consultation  
with sheep and beef producers in the 
great southern.

25.6.24 130 producers plus WALRC researchers 
and MLA and guest speakers.

WALRC Full Council 
Meeting

Albany 26.6.24 Full WALRC council.

WALRC Farm study tour 
– Metcalfe Pastoral

Manypeaks 26.6.24 Full WALRC Council plus researcher 
guests.

Livestock Matters 
Manypeaks

Manypeaks 27.6.24 140 producers plus WALRC researchers 
and MLA and guest speakers.

Table 1 – WALRC Activities for 2023-2024 – CONTINUED
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The consultation process

Effective producer consultation is core 
business of WALRC. Of the 33 meetings 
listed above, seven were dedicated spe-
cifically to collecting priorities and in the 
process WALRC interacted with over 500 
red meat producers. On these occasions, 
survey monkey was used to formalise the 
feedback after qualitative discussion.   

At the events below, our primary focus was to;
•	 Drive awareness of WALRC and its direct linkage  

to MLA.
•	 Create an environment and speaking program 

where producers are stimulated expand their 
thinking about productivity gaps.

•	 Provide confidence to producers to reach out to and 
interact with WALRC on considered priorities.

•	 Refine the understanding of producer priorities to 
ensure relevant content is provided up to MLA.

Producer Consultation meetings for the 12-month period

July 20, 2023 AAABG Producers Day 74 producers Verbal only

August 11, 2023 Knee Deep in Sheep 30 producers 18 surveys

August 17, 2023 KRS Showcase 60 producers 24 surveys

August 18, 2023 WALRC Winter Forum 25 researchers, 26 producers 22 surveys

October 12, 2023 SRPA Mt Magnet 45 pastoralists with WALRC facilitated workshop 28 surveys

June 25, 2024 Livestock Matters Kojonup 150 attendees, 130 producers 35 surveys

June 26, 2024 Livestock Matters Many Peaks 160 attendees, 140 producers 46 surveys

Livestock Matters events are WALRC’s signature on-farm events and have been staged now annually for the past 
four years.  The forums have grown in profile and popularity and have become our primary extended stakeholder 
engagement tool.  In June 2024, these two events attracted over 300 people between them and generated over 20 
different media articles with direct reference to WALRC and MLA.

Exit surveys, which highlighted the value of the speaking and  
interactivity of the days, included comments such as:

Thank you for providing this avenue for 
us to communicate with MLA and the 
farming/research community.

WALRC is adding value by creating 
communication events that attract many 
diverse producers. This leads to great 
priorities, a farming community who feel 
they are communicating directly to MLA 
through peers and visibility for MLA.

My feeling is more time and recourses needs to be dedicated to out of season pasture 
production/paddock retention ie. perennial pastures, grazing management systems and 
matching stocking rate to current carrying capacity. Mechanical fodder retention will 
always have a place, however every year it is becoming more expensive to produce/
purchase. In a year like we have just had our systems need to be more flexible, and 
these types of years may only become more frequent.
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Mike Rolls (left) and Ben Pettinghill (right) with Livestock Matters 
Kojonup host Lynley Anderson and WALRC chair Bron Clarke

WALRC’s Caroline Jacobson of Murdoch (left) with WALRC’s  
Jason Stokes and Kojonup farmer and speaker Emily Stretch

Talking feedbase at Bevan Ravenhill’s farm at  
Manypeaks Livestock Matters

Bevan Ravenhill with Jess Shilling at ManypeaksThe crowd at Livestock Matters Manypeaks

MLA’s Steve Bignell with Lynley Anderson at Kojonup

Silage guru John Pilz with WALRC’s Jess Schillings and Manypeaks 
Livestock Matters host Kent Rochester 

The crowd at Livestock Matters Kojonup hear the opening address  
from host Lynley Anderson
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Processing the conversations and feedback
WALRC has summarised the consultation from its 12-month period into the formal priority response documents 
for MLA, however to capture the mood and the feedback, we offer the following: 

•	 We continue to discover less than optimal 
understanding of feed nutritive value and associated 
decisions around this. The importance of the feedbase 
continues to come up in producer discussions and 
no more so than in the context of a drying climate. 
There is an interest in: conserving dry matter through 
the use of silage for periods of low feed on offer, 
the use of dual purpose crops in mixed farming 
operations and sowing cereals into existing pastures 
to bulk up early feed.  We acknowledge much of the 
commentary in relation to this issue is extension 
based but it also serves to highlight how much is 
either not known or not being adopted.  

•	 Nutrition strategies for finishing young sheep are 
more important than ever.  Producers are interested 
in finding out more about quality feed (including 
silage and  pastures) as more farmers finish their 
wether weaners without access to LiveEx. They are 
also interested in increased utilisation of confinement 
feeding and in-paddock technology such as “opti-
weigh” for sheep to help meet market specifications.

•	 Producer feedback has further reiterated the need 
for the Time of Calving work in WA. We are very 
conscious this is a WA-specific issue with some 
criticism from other regions about the merits of 
this priority. But discussions at Nannup in June 
2023 and Manypeaks in June 2024 have served 
to highlight there is poor understanding of the 
decision making required to consider change of 
timing and a reluctance by many to do so, despite 
compelling evidence to the contrary. 

•	 The importance of technology that reduces our 
reliance on labour continues to be a common 
theme.  This has already been put forward as a 
research priority but was highlighted particularly 
at the Manypeaks Livestock Matters event where 
we were able to showcase virtual fencing in action. 
The discussions that flowed from that day about 
technology application and the need for support to 
optimise it, was significant.

WALRC  
was delighted to  

deliver a big look at 
virtual fences in  
action this year.
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Setting up the foundations for  
effective consultation 
WALRC places a high degree of expectation on its 
Council members, both producers, associates and 
Tier 1 members. They know and appreciate it is their 
responsibility to engage with producers in their region 
and/ or interact with the research projects – in order to 
accurately understand their constraints to production.  

We also know, that our producer Council members, 
who largely volunteer their time and expertise which 
takes them away from significant businesses, would 
not engage with their responsibility if they weren’t 
part of an on-going process of continual engagement 
and interaction with leading researchers and farming 
thought leaders. 

Our philosophy to the foundation to consultation is to 
engage, reward and value our Council members so they 
are motivated to fulfil their responsibility when it comes to 
the key tasks of priority setting and project reviews. This 
means involving them in as many opportunities as possible 
and always ensuring the content and process generates 
conversations that deliver as much value to them as 
producers as it does to the organisation and MLA.

This philosophy is instrumental to achieving 
testimonials such as this below, from MLA’s Sustainable 
Feedbase Resources Project Manager, Joe Gebbels:

“Having recently received written 
information on WALRC priorities, I wanted 
to clarify a couple of aspects to ensure 
that I had fully understood the nature and 
scope of the priorities before drafting 
a full terms of reference. When a video 
meeting was called at short notice the 
vast majority of the WALRC members 
joined the meeting to provide additional 
comments on the priorities and to discuss 
key aspects and boundaries. Several 
other members who were unable to join 
the meeting also took the time to call 
me individually. The feedback provided 
was invaluable to me in terms of being 
able to draft a terms of reference that 
most accurately reflects the producer 
priorities. The willingness to take the 
time out of the day during a busy time 
of year is testament to the commitment 
to regional priorities that each of the 
WALRC members have.”  
- Dr Joe Gebbels
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The WALRC Consultation Framework
WALRC maintains that if you simply ask a producer the 
question ‘what are your research priorities’ - without 
appropriate context -  then the answer will likely be 
poorly considered and largely meaningless to the 
consultation process. Producers do not go about their 
daily business with a mission to answer this question. 

However, give producers a forum where their horizons 
are challenged, their thoughts are tested and they have 
direct exposure to a group of livestock researchers who 
are passionate about their research having practical 
application and adoption on farm, then the answers to 
priority-related questions and discussion, will be much 
more considered.  

We much prefer to couch our discussions 
not in ‘tell us your priorities’ but rather, 
‘tell us what your constraints to 
production are’. 

WALRC therefore invests a significant portion of its 
funding in developing and delivering meaningful on-
farm events designed for this purpose and always with 
content that links to areas that are emerging priorities, 
or recently received project funding. 

At the forums, the calibre of response is further 
increased in circumstances where there is already a 
relationship built between WALRC and the producers 
it interfaces with. This is why WALRC seeks to return 
to regions for follow up forums, so it can build on the 
good will that exists from previous exposure and take 
conversations with producers to a greater level.   

We are conscious that for producers to provide 
meaningful answers they need to trust the questioner; 
and see that the purpose of the question is ultimately 
designed to help MLA invest more astutely in issues that 
make a difference to them. 

The fact that they do trust the questioner, was evidenced 
clearly in the surveys from Kojonup and Manypeaks, 
where over 97% of respondents considered WALRC as the 
conduit to reaching MLA and influencing their levy spend.

It is also of note that WALRC never promotes a forum 
whereby the advertised purpose is to ‘extract research 
priorities from attendees’. That would be a sure-fire way 
to ensure few turn up! 

Interaction  
is encouraged at  

these informal  
forums
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The WALRC approach to consultation can 
be captured in these steps:
1.	 Build awareness and trust of the purpose and role of 

WALRC (our communication program and profile 
is therefore key to this);

2.	 Build a reputation for delivering forums that are 
of direct relevance to the matters of currency 
impacting producers in order to optimise 
attendance (of note, is that no other livestock 
focused producer days in WA can equal the 
attendance levels generated by WALRC at its forums 
over the last 4 years);

3.	 Build in an appropriate amounts of time for 
discussion to understand the issues; and sufficient 
rapport to ensure producers complete a meaningful 
survey at the end;

4.	 Return to regions where trust is already established 
in order to build a greater cohort of feedback;

5.	 And then, draw on this discussion to extrapolate 
what this can mean for future research investment. 

Testimony to the value of this is the most recent 
Kojonup and Manypeaks forums. WALRC had 
conducted Livestock Matters events in both regions in 
2021 – and so the return to these regions was welcomed 
by producers – who reflected that by way of their 
attendance. 

A key additional benefit these Forums offer MLA is the 
opportunity to raise awareness of MLA funded projects 
and activities, which supports its adoption endeavours. 

Best 
 conversations  
happen when  

people are  
enjoying them

97%
of surveyed respondents to 
the Kojonup and Manypeaks 

Livestock Matters forum 
described WALRC as a ‘readily 

accessible vehicle  
to have your say about  

future investment’
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Funded Projects 

WALRC is proud of its track record of influence that has not only 
seen priorities identified, it has also been closely involved in reviewing 
applications, ground-truthing their relevance and in many cases,  
helping refine the approach in order to make them of optimal relevance. 
The following projects now under way or recently completed have been 
directly influenced in shape and design through consultation with WALRC. 

•	 A transformational and integrated feedbase for meat 
production in the low to medium rainfall mixed 
farming zones of NSW and WA. MLA, CSIRO, 
Murdoch University, Select Carbon. 

•	 ‘Design, composition and establishment of 
edible shelter for improved lamb survival.’ MLA, 
Murdoch University, UWA, CSIRO, NSWDPI, 
University of Sydney. 

•	 ‘New generation NIRS calibrations to improve feed 
evaluation and animal growth predictions’.  CSIRO, 
NSWDPI, MLA Livestock Productivity Partnership. 
(2019-2023). 

•	  ‘No more gaps with superior shrub systems’. CSIRO, 
funded by MLA and AWI (2019-2023). 

•	 ‘Grazing Modern Crop Stubbles’. CSIRO, funded by 
MLA and AWI (2019-2022).

•	 ‘Maximising the reproductive potential of the 
meat sheep industry by eliminating high oestrogen 
clovers, more live lambs on the ground’ UWA, 
funded by MLA MDC.

•	 Managing fecund flocks to improve survival of 
triplet dams and their lambs – Murdoch with 
DPIRD (SIBI scholarship).

•	 Quantifying the impact of heat stress on ovine 
reproduction  behaviour and wellbeing – MDC 
Project Murdoch with UWA and CSIRO.

•	 The effect of supplementary feeding ewes during 
lambing with self-feeders versus trail feeding on ewe 
behaviour and lamb survival – Murdoch.

•	 Epidemiology of bull breakdown in Western Australia 
– Murdoch.

•	 Pinion Advisory led: Merino ewe mortality prevalence 
causes and mitigation strategies – Murdoch.

•	 Livestock Logic led: Unlocking the keys to ewe and 
lamb survival – Murdoch.

•	 Fit to Lamb Phase 1 – MDC funded Murdoch.

•	 Managing Merinos between weaning and joining to 
thrive rather than just survive – Murdoch.

•	 Dystocia in sheep - review and R&D priorities – 
Murdoch.

•	 Application of sensor technologies to understanding 
the effects of ewe behaviour on survival of multiple 
born lambs – Murdoch.

•	 New farming methods to sequester soil carbon  
reduce greenhouse gas emissions and improve soil 
fertility – Murdoch.

•	 Developing and piloting a real-time monitoring 
system for sheep – Murdoch.

•	 Accelerating sheep reproduction best practice - 
towards 90% lamb survival – Murdoch.
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Mental health 
Whilst supporting mental health initiatives is listed 
nowhere in the WALRC operational plan, the last 
12 months it has been increasingly evident that for 
producers to engage effectively with WALRC they have 
to have a positive mind-set. Adverse seasonal conditions 
coupled with poor commodity prices and a difficult 
political landscape around the looming cessation 
of live exports, had the capacity to de-rail our core 
responsibility of producer engagement. 

WALRC was able to partner with DPIRD’s drought 
resilience fund to bring mental health speakers Mike 
Rolls and Ben Pettinghill to WA to spearhead the 
Livestock Matters forums. 

Exit surveys ranked this presentation as second only 
to that of the host farm presentation on both occasions 
and the general commentary via the exit surveys 
highlighted to us the added value we provided through 
this initiative.

Scholarships
WALRC’s scholarship program continued throughout 
23-24. Our 2023 scholars Dan Kierath (UWA) and 
Amelia Gooding (Murdoch) made their final reports 
to the WALRC council in December and then we were 
delighted to announce UWA student Peter Panizza was 
the recipient of the 2024 scholarship. Peter, whose PhD 
will explore how heat stress is affecting livestock,  is 
being mentored through his project by Nyabing farmer 
Alan Hobley.

Ben Pettinghill and Mike Rolls aka Legless and Blind spoke at both 
Livestock Matters events to rave reviews. Feedback highlighted to us 
how important it was that WALRC addressed mental health and  
well-being as part of its priority setting process.

WALRC’s 
2024 

scholarship 
recipient  

Peter Panizza,  
UWA.
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Financial Report
WALRC’s annual accounts have been audited and endorsed by Lincoln’s Accountants, Albany. The signed set of 
financial statements are available from the Committee of Management on request.

WA Livestock Research Council
Statement Of Comprehensive Income
For The Year Ended 30th June 2024

2024 2023
$ $

INCOME
Project Income 241,800 258,110
Membership Fees 48,000 48,000
Forum Income 38,482 -
Interest Income 6,236 2,914

334,518 309,024

EXPENDITURE
Project Expenses 263,800 234,219
Administration Expenses 22,024 25,688
Governance Expenses 21,562 30,530

307,36 290,437

TOTAL COMPREHENSIVE INCOME 27,132 18,587



16 WA Livestock Research Council�

WA Livestock Research Council
Statement Of Financial Position
As At 30th June 2024

2024 2023
$ $

CURRENT ASSETS
Cash at Bank 229,318 174,265
GST Refundable 6,106 8,562
Accounts Receivable 11,303 17,600
Prepayments 2,520 -
TOTAL CURRENT ASSETS 249,247 200,427

NON CURRENT ASSETS
TOTAL NON CURRENT ASSETS - -

TOTAL ASSETS 249,247 200,427

CURRENT LIABILITIES
Accounts Payable 58,842 50,654
Revenue Received in Advance 13,500 -
TOTAL CURRENT LIABILITIES 72,342 50,654

NON CURRENT LIABILITIES
TOTAL NON CURRENT LIABILITIES - -

TOTAL LIABILITIES 72,342 50,654

NET ASSETS 176,905 149,773

Represented by:

EQUITY

Accumulated Surplus Brought Forward 149,773 131,186
Total Comprehensive Income 27,132 18,587
Accumulated Surplus Carried Forward 176,905 149,773



WALRC is an initiative of MLA with support from AWI, CSIRO, DPIRD, Murdoch & UWA. 
Many of the images supplied in this annual report are courtesy of Brooke Littlewood, Farm Weekly.

eo@walrc.com.au
www.walrc.com.au




